LIBRARY  OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 

AT  URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


590.5 
FI 

V.39 
cop. 3 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 
SURVEY 


^*. 


•  »'  s 


*■  I  >w/ 


^ 


I 

"^•S     FIELDIANA  •   ZOOLOGY 

Published  by 
CHICAGO    NATURAL    HISTORY    MUSEUM 

Volume  39  February  6,  1957  No.  5 

TWO  NEW  SPECIES  OF   BIRDS 
FROM   ANGOLA 

Austin  L.  Rand 

Chief  Curator,  Department  of  Zoology 

I  have  already  named  one  new  species  of  bird  from  the  collection 
Gerd  Heinrich  made  for  Chicago  Natural  History  Museum  in 
Angola  in  1954,  a  robin-thrush,  Cossypha  heinrichi  Rand,  1955. 
Two  further  new  species  of  birds  from  this  same  collection,  which 
I  have  worked  out  only  in  part,  are  indeed  a  surprise.    They  are: 

Muscicapa  gabela,  new  species 

Type. — Chicago  Natural  History  Museum  no.  225123,  from 
15  kilometers  south  of  Gabela,  Angola.  Adult  male,  collected 
August  14,  1954,  by  Gerd  Heinrich. 

Diagnosis. — A  small  Muscicapa,  very  like  aquatica  in  color 
pattern  and  in  proportions  of  bill,  wing,  and  tail,  but  having  a 
slightly  more  attenuated  and  deeper  bill;  more  and  longer  rictal 
bristles;  rounder  wing;  brownish  olive  upper  parts  and  a  brownish 
olive  breast  band;  and  longer  tarsus.  Also  similar  to  olivascens  but 
bill  not  as  deep;  mandible  black;  rictal  bristles  longer  and  more 
plentiful;  upper  parts  much  more  brownish  olive;  breast  band  more 
distinct  and  more  olive;  wing  shorter  and  more  rounded;  tail  shorter; 
tarsus  longer  and  more  slender. 

Description. — Adult  male  and  female:  Bill  flattened,  about  11 
mm.  long  measured  to  feathering,  where  it  is  about  6  mm.  broad 
and  4  mm.  deep;  rictal  bristles  long,  with  about  six  main  ones,  the 
longest  about  11  mm.;  wing  short  and  rounded;  primaries  (numbered 
from  the  outside)  4,  5,  and  6  subequal,  >3  and  7,  which  are  subequal, 
>8>9>10>2;  the  first  about  20  mm.  long,  and  slightly  more  than 
one-half  of  the  second;  tarsus  slender,  long  (for  the  genus),  and 
smooth,  with  only  traces  of  scutulations;  tail  slightly  double-rounded. 

Color  of  plumage:  above  brownish  olive,  slightly  paler  and 
brighter  on  rump  and  upper  tail  coverts,  and  slightly  darker  on      __,- 
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crown,  where  slight  dark  tips  to  the  feathers  give  a  faint  scaled 
appearance;  a  faint  buffy  area  from  nostril  to  eye  and  a  faint  buffy 
brown  eye  ring;  rest  of  side  of  head  and  side  of  neck,  of  breast,  and 
flanks  paler  brownish  olive  than  back;  chin  and  throat  whitish, 
sharply  outlined  by  breast  band,  about  15  mm.  across  in  center  and 
light  brownish  olive,  slightly  mottled;  lower  breast,  abdomen,  and 
under  tail  coverts  white;  thighs  olive;  exposed  areas  of  wing  coverts 
like  back;  remiges  brownish  black,  edged  externally  with  brownish 
olive,  and  internally  with  grayish;  under  wing  coverts  and  axillaries 
whitish  buffy;  tail  above  brownish  black,  the  rectrices  edged  with 
brownish  olive. 

Color  of  soft  parts  (in  dried  skin):  bill  black;  feet  dark  horn, 
nails  the  same. 

Measurements. — Three  male  adults,  2  female  adults:  wing 
(flattened):  male  66,  67,  67;  female  61,  62;  tail:  male  50,  51,  54; 
female  46,  48;  culmen  (from  base):  male  14,  14.5,  15;  female  14; 
tarsus:  male  21,  21,  21;  female  20,  21  mm. 

Range. — Only  known  from  the  type  locality,  15  kilometers  south 
of  Gabela,  which  is  in  about  11°  S.  Lat.  and  about  14°  30'  E.  Long. 
Here  Mr.  Heinrich  found  it  in  a  little  region  of  tangled  tropical 
secondary  wood  along  the  ridge  of  a  higher  mountain  range. 

Remarks. — Though  convinced  that  this  flycatcher  was  a  novelty, 
I  asked  Dr.  Charles  Vaurie,  of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural 
History,  who  has  recently  reviewed  the  flycatchers  of  this  group, 
to  give  an  opinion  on  a  specimen.  He  agrees  with  me  that  it  is  an 
undescribed  species  nearest  to  Muscicapa  aquatica  and  M.  olivascens. 
Though  it  has  characters  that  might  be  used  in  setting  up  a  new 
genus,  when  one  starts  to  recognize  genera  in  the  Muscicapa  group 
there  is  no  stopping  until  most  of  them  have  been  divided.  I 
prefer  to  leave  this  new  species  in  Muscicapa. 

According  to  the  collector's  notes,  the  specimens  were  taken 
low  in  the  tangled  growth  in  secondary  tropical  forest,  a  habitat 
one  would  have  deduced  from  the  color  and  proportions  of  the  bird. 
As  Dr.  Vaurie  writes  me,  with  its  long  slender  tarsus  and  rounded 
wing  it  probably  does  little  "typical  flycatching"  despite  its  "typical 
flycatcher"  bill. 

In  plain,  rather  rich  brownish  olive  color  above,  and  in  long 
tarsus  (nearly  30  per  cent  of  wing  length),  this  species  is  unique 
among  African  members  of  Muscicapa. 

As  indicated  in  the  diagnosis,  this  species  is  most  closely  related 
to  aquatica  and  olivascens,  between  which  I  would  place  it.    It  differs 
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from  both  of  them  in  color,  in  the  longer  and  more  abundant  rictal 
bristles,  and  in  the  longer  tarsus.  M.  lendu  Chapin,  1932,  known 
from  but  a  single  specimen  from  the  mountain  forest  of  Djugu,  west 
of  Lake  Albert,  has  been  discussed  by  Vaurie  (1953,  Bull.  Amer, 
Mus.  Nat.  Hist.,  100 :  521),  who  suggests  it  may  be  a  hybrid  aquatica 
X  olivascens.  As  Vaurie  (op.  cit.,  p.  534)  had  but  three  specimens  of 
olivascens  to  examine  in  writing  his  monograph,  it  seems  advisable 
to  record  the  six  specimens  in  Chicago  Natural  History  Museum 
(Cleveland  Museum  collection  by  A.  I.  Good).  They  are  from 
Cameroon  (Lolodorf,  5,  March  and  July;  Yokadouma,  1,  September). 
Five  are  adult;  one  (July)  is  subadult  and  similar  but  with  broad 
buffy  tips  to  the  inner  secondaries,  narrower  ones  on  the  outer,  and 
with  broad  buffy  tips  on  the  greater  wing  coverts  forming  a  con- 
spicuous wing  bar.  One  specimen  has  the  soft  parts  labeled  as 
follows:  upper  mandible  black,  lower  cream-colored;  feet  olive  gray; 
iris  gray  (the  literature  gives  this  as  brown).  The  immature  has 
the  tip  of  the  lower  mandible  blackish.  In  the  dried  skins  the  feet 
of  all  are  rather  pale  grayish  or  grayish  brown.  Measurements 
(adult),  wing:  male  77,  77,  78;  female  72,  75;  tail:  male  59,  60,  60; 
female  59;  culmen  (from  base):  male  15,  15,  16;  female  14,  15; 
tarsus:  male  16,  16,  18;  female  16,  17  mm.  Worn  birds  from  March 
and  September  are  slightly  grayer  than  fresh-plumaged  birds  taken 
in  July  (2  adults,  1  immature). 

Gyldenstolpe  (1924,  K.  Svenska  Vetensk.  Akad.  Handl.,  ser.  3, 
1,  no.  3,  p.  198)  compared  his  specimens  of  olivascens  from  the 
eastern  Congo  forest  with  the  type  of  sylvia  Reichenow,  1909 
(Spanish  Guinea),  and  Bannerman  compared  them  for  him  with 
material  in  the  British  Museum  (presumably  from  Cameroon)  and 
noted  various  slight  differences.  For  comparison  I  have  one  female 
from  10  miles  east  of  the  Semliki  Valley  (Chapin  collection)  lent  by 
Dr.  Vaurie.  This  is  in  fresh  plumage  and  is  slightly  more  olive  on 
crown  and  back  and  slightly  more  olive  gray  on  breast  and  flanks 
than  are  fresh-plumaged  Cameroon  birds.  However,  in  view  of  the 
slightness  of  the  difference,  and  of  Gyldenstolpe's  remarks,  it  seems 
inadvisable  to  use  this  difference  in  separating  races. 

Prionops  gabela,  new  species 

Type. — Chicago  Natural  History  Museum  no.  225527,  from  15 
kilometers  south  of  Gabela,  Angola.  Adult  male,  collected  August 
6,  1954,  by  Gerd  Heinrich. 

Diagnosis. — A  member  of  the  genus  Prionops  most  closely  related 
to  retzii,  from  which  it  differs  in  having  only  the  head  and  neck 
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black,  the  back  and  breast  being  gray;  in  the  shape  of  the  feathers 
of  the  forehead,  which  extend  forward  and  curve  downward,  con- 
ceahng  about  half  of  the  basal  part  of  the  culmen;  and  in  the  small 
size  (wing  112  mm.)-  It  is  equally  close  to  scopifrons,  which  it 
resembles  more  closely  in  color  pattern,  but  from  which  it  differs 
in  having  on  the  forehead  normal  type  feathers  that  project  forward 
and  down  over  the  basal  half  of  the  culmen  (not  a  plush-like  cushion 
of  modified  feathers  on  the  forehead). 

Description. — Adult  male:  feathers  of  head  and  neck  all  around 
black,  contrasting  sharply  with  gray  back,  rump,  and  upper  wing 
coverts;  upper  tail  coverts  black;  flanks  and  breast  gray,  showing 
a  slight  area  of  intergrading  with  the  black  of  the  throat  (not  meeting 
in  a  sharp  line  as  the  gray  of  back  does  the  black  of  the  hind  neck) 
and  with  a  slight  downward  projection  of  black  on  a  point  onto  the 
midline  of  the  upper  breast;  lower  abdomen  and  under  tail  coverts 
white;  remiges  black  without  white  markings,  except  for  the  inner 
secondaries,  which  are  gray,  darker  than  the  back;  rectrices  black 
tipped  with  white,  forming  a  band  which  is  about  12  mm.  wide  on 
the  outer  pair  and  3  mm.  wide  on  the  central  pair.  Soft  parts 
(from  dried  skin):  bill  dull  red  at  base,  becoming  yellow  at  tip 
(probably  all  red  in  life);  eye  wattle  dull  red;  feet  yellow;  nails 
grayish  black. 

Details  of  structure. — The  feathers  of  the  forward  part  of  the 
lores  project  forward  as  bristly  feathers  and  completely  hide  the 
nostril;  and  4  rictal  bristles  are  present  and  about  10-12  mm.  long; 
feathers  of  forehead  normal,  projecting  forward  and  curling  down- 
ward and  concealing  about  half  of  the  culmen ;  from  sides  of  forehead 
and  in  front  of  and  above  the  eyes,  the  feathers,  normal  in  structure, 
rise  and  curve  inward  to  barely  meet  in  the  midline  of  forehead  and 
forecrown  as  an  incipient  "helmet"  crest;  wattle  structure  small 
as  in  scopifrons  (not  large  and  star-shaped  as  in  retzii);  bill  much 
as  in  retzii  and  scopifrons  in  shape,  with  a  small  subterminal  notch, 
and  oval-horizontal  nostrils,  from  the  upper  interior  edge  of  which 
a  small  ridge  runs  forward,  soon  disappearing;  wing  rounded  as  in 
scopifrons  and  retzii  and  tail  slightly  rounded;  tarsus  scutulate  in 
front;  posterior  faces  covered  with  two  main,  obscurely  separated 
main  plates  on  the  outer,  and  one  on  the  inner,  i.e.,  "semi-scutulate," 
as  in  related  forms. 

Measurements. — Male:  wing,  112;  tail,  80;  culmen,  22  (from 
base),  10  (exposed);  tarsus,  21;  wattle,  2-3  mm.  wide  above  eye. 
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Range. — Known  only  from  the  type  from  15  km.  south  of 
Gabela,  which  is  in  about  11°  S.  Lat.  and  about  14°  30'  E.  Long. 

Remarks. — The  type  was  taken  from  a  tree  in  a  little  region  of 
tangled  tropical  second  growth  along  the  ridge  of  a  higher  mountain 
range. 

Though  I  have  but  a  single  specimen  it  is  marked  as  a  male 
with  enlarged  gonads  and  is  so  distinct  that  I  venture  to  describe 
the  species  on  this  lone  individual. 

The  closest  relatives  of  this  new  species  are  retzii  and  scopifrons, 
between  which  I  would  place  it.  If  it  were  not  for  the  very  different 
frontal  adornment  I  would  consider  it  very  close  to  scopifrons  of 
eastern  Africa,  with  which  it  agrees  well  in  size,  proportions,  and 
color  pattern,  and  even  in  color.  The  other  close  relative,  P.  retzii, 
which  also  occurs  in  Angola  from  the  north  to  Huila  in  the  south,  as 
the  race  P.  r.  nigricans,  was  not  taken  at  Gabela,  so  that  the  possi- 
bility that  this  species  is  a  geographical  representative  must  be 
considered.  However,  the  difference  in  size,  in  color  pattern,  and 
in  frontal  adornment  makes  that  seem  extremely  improbable. 
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